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Lawrence 
A clever young merchant. Traveling in 
search of Holo’s homeland of Yoitsu. 


Holo 


Lawrence’s 
traveling 
companion, a 
beautiful girl. 
Her true form 
is that of the 
wolf-god of 
the harvest. 


Col 


A boy saved by Lawrence at the river 
checkpoint. A naive but clever lad. 


Eve 
A mysterious 
merchant 


woman. 
Normally 
hides her face 
and dresses 
like a man. 


Kieman 

The Kerube branch chief 

of the trade guild that counts 
Lawrence as one of its members. 
A cool-headed, canny 
businessman. 


Map Illustration: Hidetada Idemitsu 


Introduction 


In| search’ of; the) forest’ of; Yoitsu, Holo’s) homeland, 
Lawrence) and|)Holo) continue) their) travels:, Avoiding) an 
unstable) situation) in| the) town) of/ enos, they, proceed 
downriver toward the port town of Kerube. Along the way, 
they hear from a boatman about a forbidden book that tells 
of how to strip-mine a mountain bare. Lawrence and Holo 
decide to seek out the text to protect Yoitsu. Setting out to 
gather information in Kerube, Lawrence is approached — 
by a certain merchant at the inn, and i 
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KRAFT? OR 
LAWRENCE? 


IN 
BUSINESS, 

us| 
LAWRENCE. 


IF 
ANYTHING, 


RATHER 
\ taKaTive. D> 


PLANNED 
TO HIDE 
It, IFT 
COULD... 


AND QUITE 
COURTEOUS, 


MIGHT I 
ASK WHY 


YOU'VE 
CHOSEN ME 


; I oes | FOR THIS 
NOT BAD- SO IT’S y | PARTICULAR 
IY) | HONOR? 


LOOKING. NOT THAT. / 


GOT 
_) ATTENTION 


GUESSING 
HE'S A 
RECENT 

ADDITION? 


AH, THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES 
AROUND MY 
COMPANION 
ARE RATHER 
COMPLICATED... Ff 


INTENTION 


OF PRYING. 


THE 
IMPORTANT 
THING...IS 
THAT OLD 
MAN AROLD 
LIKES YOU. 


AND YOUR 
CHARMING 
TRAVELING 
COMPANION. 


ail 


THE THREE 
OF YOU 
SEEM WELL 
ACCUSTOMED 
TO TRAVEL 
AND AREN'T 
CONNECTED 
BY MONEY. 


I WASN'T 


EAVES- 
DROPPING, 
EXACTLY... 
CALL ITA 
THOUGHT COINCIDENCE. 
IT'D BE ODD 
TO JUST 
WALK UP 
AND SAY 
“LET'S 


yourre \ ——— TO TRY 
r : S| 'D 
Wit.) ZB} DROPPING 
THE JEAN 
COMPANY 
NAME AND 
SEE WHAT 
HAPPENED. 


yy 
Wp S 


MIGHT I 


INQUIRE AS 
TO WHY? 


I HEARD PA 


KNOWS THE 
NORTHLANDS 


I'VE A 
“CONTRACT” 
WITH HER TO 

ACCOMPANY HER 
UNTIL SHE'S 
RETURNED 


AND HERE I 
WAS CERTAIN 
YOU WERE 
GOING TO GO 
ASK ABOUT 
THE BOOK THE 
JEAN COMPANY 
IS LOOKING 
Fl 


I HEARD 
SOMETHING || 
ABOUT THEM 
HANDLING 
COPPER COINS 
HEADED FOR 
WINFIEL... 


YOU AWAY AT 


ZA 


RIGHT... 

I THINK THEY'RE 
CALLED THE DEBAU 
COMPANY. THEY'VE 
GOT A TIGHT HOLD 

ON THE MINING 
INTERESTS 
AROUND LESKO, 
SO THEY'RE 
IN A FINE 
POSITION. 


HANDLE 


FROM TIME 
TO TIME. 


AREN'T 
YOU A 
FUNNY 


FELLOW? {. 


THEY'RE 
LOOKING 
FOR A BOOK 
WITH A HUGE 
THINKING REWARD ON 
I'D USE IT, THOUGH. 
THAT 


IT’S sO 
SUSPICIOUS 
HA 


TRAVELING 
MERCHANT 
CALLING ON 
A COMPANY 
ABOUT THE 
BOOK WITH A 
WOMAN AND 
CHILD IN 


Neo? 


SS 


coe veeINSTEAD 
OF ASKING 


ANOTHER 
YOU YOUR 
ova. BUSINESS... 


ALL TASK 
1S THAT YOU 
CHAT WITH 
ME. 


WHAT? 
IT'S NO LIE. 
THOUGH 


SURPRISED 
YOU'RE 
SUSPI- 

. Clous. 


I CAN TALK TO 
WITHOUT HIDING 
THE FACT THAT 


LIMAR GOLD 
TO ME. 


LUMIONE? 


MERCHANT, 
AFTER ALL. 
MONEY'S 
WHAT 
MATTERS 
MOST. 


WOMAN YOUR 
COMPANION 


Y ro \ 
PREFER TO 


THINK THAT WS\\ 7 \\ \ IY a suky L 
WILL BE A \ COMPANION 
PROBLEM. \ 


INDEED, 
THAT'D BE 
A TERRIBLE 

TURN OF 

EVENTS. 


I'M 
NORMALLY ‘ii 
WANDERING 
AROUND 
| THE DELTA 
Km, MARKETPLACE, 


> Hy lilt A \\ iw 
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ISN CE 


ie 
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so T'M 
AFRAID YOu 
MAY HAVE 
WASTED 
THE TRIP. 


Business V7 

AS BAD AS |; 
ALL THAT? 

\ je 
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IN TOW? 
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SHE MAY DO 


BUSINESS ALL 
ALONE WITHOUT 


LN le ay 


aA Pe 
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How'd You 
GET HER 
OVER THE 
FIRE, EH? 


QUITE SOME 
TIME SINCE 
ANYONE'S 


INTERESTED 


YOU WENT TO \' 
THE TROUBLE \,\ 
OF COMING 


PRICE ON A HELPFULLY 
CERTAIN COOPER- 
BOOK. ATED... 


I WON'T LIE 
TO ANYONE 
BEARING 
A LETTER 
FROM THE 
SHE-WOLF OF 
THE BOLAN 


AND BY 
CUSTOMER, 
YOU MEAN 
THE DEBAU 
COMPANY? 


WHICH MEANS I 
RESPECT ANYONE 
SHE TRUSTS— 
YOu, FOR ONE, 
KRAFT 
LAWRENCE. 


i) Sissi 
NOT AT ALL. 


Wee =, SS 
eS 


NOTICE HOW 
LONG-WINDED 
I'M BEING. 


Ny IS 
bs A POWERFUL 
AS you KNOW, fs Y Nw ONE, AND EVEN 
THEY'RE BENT . / NOW CONTROLS 
ON LEVELING / . MOST OF THE 
THE MOUNTAINS g > f \ ROAM RIVER 
AND MINING THE LN | \ 
REGION. 


MUST MEET 
WHATEVER iz IN 

COMES DOWN AA 2 BUSINESS, 
THE RIVER, altal. THERE 
WHATEVER ARE OFTEN 


+ AND MY 
COMPANY SITS 
AT THE BOTTOM 

OF THE RIVER 
OVER WHICH THE 
GREAT SPIRIT OF 
ROAM RULES. 


IS JUST MY 
OWN GUESS, BUT Jone I 
I BELIEVE THE WERE ANYWAY, 
TOME WAS STORED ie IT TURNED 
IN THE ABBEY AT AL INTO QUITE A | 
AQUENT BUT COMMOTION. 


THE 
INFORMATION 
I HAVE ON 
THE MATTER 
IS QUITE 
SOLID, IF 
YOU ASK 
ME. 


THERE WAS 
A GREAT 
FIRE IN 
AQUENT 
FOUR OR 
FIVE YEARS 


ANY OF THE 
LETTERS 
RELATING TO 
AQUENT? 


THE ONLY 
THING MORE 
IMPORTANT TO 
A MERCHANT 

THAN LIFE 

ITSELF IS 


COULDN'T 
POSSIBLY 
AFFORD 
TO PAY 
WHAT THAT 
INFORMATION 
|S WORTH 


BENEFIT RIGHT 
TO MR. NOW. 


YOU'VE GOT 
YOURSELF 
A FINE 


BECOME MY Y/ £ 

*rLL HOW | APPRENTICE 

YOU AS MANY THERE, MR. 

LETTERS AS LAWRENCE. 
YOU LIKE. 


jj _UNFOR- 
TUNATELY, 
THAT WON'T BE 
HE'S NOT MY 
APPRENTICE. 
HE'S A FUTURE 
SCHOLAR OF 
IFISAID CHURCH 
HE WAS MY LAW. 
APPRENTICE, 
I'D NEVER BE 
ABLE TO PASS 
THROUGH 
THE GATES 
OF HEAVEN. 


THAT WOLF 
OF A WOMAN 
WOULD PUT 

HER TRUST IN 
YOU IF YOU'RE 
TRAVELING 
WITH SUCH 

), A TALENTED 
YOUNGSTER. 


Ta 
wy ‘: 
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CELEBRATION 
OF OUR 
MEETING? 


N Vi 


WW HE ToLDUus Vv 


VAN | 
HIDE MORE |\ - 
iS. if 


FROM U 


UNFORTUNATE 
a "3 LESKO IS INDEED 

A LOOKING FOR 

THE BOOK, 


jj \ \ 
{ | 
rsa \JIN } 
“\ FORWARD. j 


EVERYTHING 
A LOT MORE 
EASILY 
THAN I WAS 
EXPECTING. 


SINCE WE 
LEARNED WHAT 
WE NEEDED TO 

KNOW SO EASILY, 


FIETY-EIGHT 
BOXES PACKED 

WITH COPPER COINS 

COMING DOWN THE 

RIVER HAD BECOME 

4 SIXTY BOXES ON 
AN THEIR WAY TO 
THERE'S A : : ; THE KINGDOM 
GOOD CHANCE z : OF WINEIEL. 


|| THAT THE JEAN 


COMPANY IS UP fou 


—I STILL 
CAN'T QUITE 
EXPLAIN IT 

YET. 


«ABOUT ALL 
WE CAN DO = NOW 
IS GATHER THEN, 
INFORMATION AS FAR 
WITHOUT AS THIS 
DRAWING ALL 
SUSPICION. GOES... 


+ THEY'LL so | 
START TO we KEEP 
WONDER SEARCHING 
IF WE'VE TOO 
DISCOVERED seriou: 
SOME KIND tre oo, 


WELL, IF 
THERE'S NO 
cin Just _ REASON TO 


TELL Me ONCE USE IT... 
OUR JOURNEY’S 
OVER, BY WAY 

OF THANKS. 


—THAT'S BECAUSE 
IT WOULD BE BAD IF 

SOMEONE FOUND OUT 
WE WERE HUNTING 
DOWN THE BOOK IN 
EARNEST...RIGHT? 


THE 

NZ wMAY WELL _REASON 

BE BECAUSE REYNOLDS 

HE'S ALREADY TOLD 

THOUGHT THE US SO 

WHOLE THING MUCH... 

THROUGH AND 

COME TO HIS 

OWN CONCLU- 

SIONS. 


PARTING, HE 
GAVE YOU QUITE 
THE FIERCE 
HANDSHAKE, 
DID HE 
NOT? 


IN 7 

A ME TO GIVE HIS 
Ae ee. J : | REGARDS TO 

J | EVE BOLAN, HE 

MEANT EITHER 


= 1) 
y t\ HER BUSINESS 


SKILL OR HER 
CONNECTIONS 
a 


Vl 
IF THERE IS 
NO NEED TO GO 
STRAIGHT BACK 
TO THAT VIXEN'S 
BURROW, 
THEN I'VE 
A PLACE I'D 
LIKE TO GO, 


I SUPPOSE 


WE HAVEN'T 

THANKED coL || 
FOR THAT Fg! 
SALVE YET, 


I AM ALWAYS 
THINKING 


DID you 
PUT CoL 


all 


iN 
a 


| \ FEeU LIke 
\ ALREADY | Le ae 
NEEDINY) | 
AETER= 
Ae DINNER 
DRINE. 


7 THOUGHT 
FOR SURE 


D 
HEADED TO 
THE SOUTH 


f SIGHTSEEING }) 
Comes FIRST. |My 


\ 7K Y rizr 
Vp 
yA 
VY 


( 


LS 


AY they're not \ 
INVOLVED 
YING H S THEY'RE 


IN Bu Ny 
OR SELLIN £1} yi} FROM THE 
Goons. Mi) | NORTH SIDE 
|| j \ OF TOWN. 


THEY'RE 
AWEFULLY 
GOOD AT 
KEEPING. 


IS TODAY 
A FESTIVAL 
AY OR 


DAY O| 
SOMETHING? 


I HAVE BEEN TO 
TOWNS WHERE 
THEY'RE LIKE 
THIS THROUGH 
AND THROUGH. 


<I 


s 
SN 
SN 


‘TIS HARDLY 
THE ONLY 
PLACE SO 
CROWDED, 
YOU KNOW. 


THERE'S A 
SPRING? 


A 
ee FOR BIRDS 


ND A 
S\ BRIDGE BUILT 
STOVER IT. AND FISH. 


BRIDGE CAME | 

TO BE CALLED 

THE "SPRING Peet 
)\\ oF GOLD." 

)\ 
a 


J 
+e THE A 
DECISIONS OF MEETING, 
THE MEETING EH...? IF 
MUST BE = THEY'RE 
HER HOLDING 


RATI 
IMPORTANT. IT IN 
IT MAKES SUCH A 


SENSE FOR IT VISIBLE 
TO DRAW A LOCA- 


; WATCHING 
ANOTHER 
FEMALE 
RIGHT IN 
FRONT 


—SHALL I LOOK 


ONLY AT YOU 
FROM NOW 
ON, THEN? 


Vex oa 
J eo 
4 Rl 


Fy Ay 


I AM NOT. 
I THINK 
SHE'D LIKE 
YOU TO GO 
WITH HER. 


IT'S TRUE = Me Ay 
THAT sHE’s \\ ip SJ 7 \ CONVERSATION 
ANGRY WITH “ = JUST NOW 
( y WAS A BIT 
TRICKY. 
WHERE SHE'S 
QUARRELING 


ITH ME, 
THAT'S A 
LIE. 


BE 
CAREFUL 


=~ 
Zi 


= 
Fy SSS SSS 


bes ee aw y 
{ ey | AX Nay Y I¢ 
Nit A Ta VW 


| iit: 


ri 
en 


£ TH 
NS 


successor \x 
S10 THE NORTH 
SIDE REPRE- 
SENTATIVE 
POSITION, 
RIGHT? 


Wf BUILDING 


Z UE 


HEY, DID YOU 
SEE? ISN'T SHE 
THAT ERSTWHILE 

NOBLEWOMAN 

FROM THE 
RUMORS? 


— 4) 


p= rN y} 
oN RS LZ, 


i 


k 

) 
IT'LL BE 

INTERESTING 

TO SEE HOW 

SHE'LL GET |p 

OUT OF THE 


OH, SHE'S 
GONNA DO IT!? 
THE EAST SIDE 
OF THE SPRING, 
RIGHT? A FRIEND 
OF MINE JUST 

BOUGHT A 


Ss 
: 
ip 


THERE! 


\ 
A\\ 


HEY, THE 
MEETING'S 
STARTING. 


Pe 
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COL, BUT 
COULD You 


THE CHANGE 
ROM THE 


FROM TH 
COIN YOU GAVE 
ME WILL BE 
ENOUGH TO 


sulT MADE WASN'T 
ME REALIZE A FARCE, 
THINGS ARE EXACTLY, 


BUT... 


CONCLUSION 
ALWAYS 


| . COMES 
Yl \Y // SA FROM 
Y ; y A SOMEWHERE 
| DON'T You | Ad OUTSIDE 


THINK? Say 6) THE PaR- 
\ S)\ \ TICIPANTS. 


GZ A MEETING'S 


THEIR UNDER- 
THE-TABLE 
DEALINGS TO 
YOU AS WELL, 
I HEAR? 


sree lM 
WONDERING 
WHY You'D 
BOTHER IDLING 

AROUND ON 
A BOAT WITH 

ME, THEN. 


I WAS 
RIGHT TO 
SPOT YOU 
AND CALL 
YOU OVER. 


MELANCHOLY 
ABOUT HAVING 
BEEN SUMMONED 
BY THAT LOT. 


SHALL WE 
CONTINUE 
THIS ON THE 
WAY TO THE 
PIER? IT'LL 
BE CLOSING 


I PLAYED 
WITH FIRE 
IN THE LAST 
TOWN I WAS 
IN, SO IT WAS 
A RELIEF 


THAT 
MEETING WAS —- TO ARRIVE 


WE 
TRAVELING 
MERCHANTS 
CAN HANDLE 
MOST 
4h FORMS OF 
|| \ TRANSPORT. 


THAT 
MELANCHOLY 
YOU MENTIONED— 
WAS IT BECAUSE 
IT WON'T MAKE 
YOU ANY 
MONEY? 


tuey've \Pea if TNE PRT ae setiNG. 
ORDERED HK Yo “ AA TM SoRT OF 
ME TO DO N - 


> eG. A MERCENARY. 
SOMETHING By Sai 
ESSENTIALLY \ 
IMPOSSIBLE. SZ " 
D W HNN 


@, 
“G4 v0 You 
KNOW THE 


STORY BEHIND 
THIS MARKET- 


SCORES OF 
YEARS AGO, 
A GROUP OF 
tiie marker MERCHANTS 
PLACE Because FROM THE 
, THEY WANTED SOUTH... 
A PLACE TO 
OF COURSE, i CW al TRADE WITH 
THE MERCHANTS ! te THE NORTH. 
WANTED To Buy uP \4 i 


THE DELTA AND BUILD 
THE MARKETPLACE 
THERE THEMSELVES, 
AND THEY TOLD 
THE NORTHERN 
LANDOWNERS 
AS MUCH. 


THEY 
THOUGHT 
THAT IF 
SO THEY THEY SOLD 
BRAGGED THE LAND, 
THEY WOULD IT WOULD 


CONSTRUCT BE A HUGE 
N LOSS. 


IF IT DROVE 
THEM INTO 


| 


Ye re men at 
THE MEETING \ 
RE THE 
SONS OF THE 
ONES WHO 
BORROWED 
THE MONEY 
AND THOSE 
ae LENT 
Ts 


IN 
EXCHANGE 
OR NOT 
LOSING THE 
LAND AND 
RECEIVING 
LANDOWNERS . EXORBITANT 
CAN'T HIDE THEIR aia ee wTHEY WIND ITS USE... 
f | YING AN 


COURSE, THE 


INTEREST TO 
THE SOUTHERN 
MERCHANTS. 


THE 
ANSWER IS 
SIMPLE. 


you saw STILL, 


0 I DON'T 
REYNOLDS'S VE A 


BUT EVEN 
A PLACE THAT 
DEALS ONLY 
IN COPPER 
EXPORTS HAS ‘\\ 
ITS PROFIT TUL || \\\ XJ at east Be 
SWALLOWED \ LN a uittle More 


uP BY THE | CIRCUMSPECT | 
POWERS N ABOUT IT! 
THAT BE. 


I MUSTN'T 
GET YOU 
INVOLVED 

IN ANY 

TROUBLE... 

I'LL TAKE A 

DIFFERENT 

FERRY. 


THANKS 
SJ For HELPING 
]\\ Me Learn 

THE BOOK. 


—<—— 


— 
—————— 
a 


WE'VE BUT | 


USED THE 
SILVER 
COIN YOU 
GAVE US. 


if 


HESITATION 
IS SIMPLY— 


sO A 
O(~ THEY DIDN'T BOAT- 


by A i 
jana 
=) il) 


ENDUP AT MAN'S 
REST 
HOUSE, 


HONESTLY... 

DON'T DRIVE 
HIM TOO 

y\ HARD NOW. 


ZA THINKING. / 


SIMPLY PUT, 
IT’S A MATTER 
OF DEBT AND 
PAYMENT, BUT 
THE AMOUNT 

IS RATHER 


p ENORMOUS. 


IF 
"TWAS TALK 
OF MONEY 
THAT WAS 
NONE OF YOUR 
gers CONCERN, YOU 


Why, I 
WONDER? 


«EVE WAS 
THERE AT THE 
MEETING OF 
THE LOCAL 
LEADERS AT 
THE SPRING. 


THE NORTH 
SIDE IS USING 
HER ASA 
SCAPEGOAT... 


LISTENING 
TO YOU TALK 


FOR TWO. 


AA) (= 


Ul 


REASONING, 
I'M A PATHETIC | 
FOOL FOR \ = YOUR FACE, 
BEING YOUR ] \ “\a t I'M THRICE 
COMPANION. ] / ANGRY. 


SECONDLY, 
DESPAIRING 
SUCH 


WHAT AT 
| ARE you, A FOOLISH 
/ A PUP? NOTION? 


UNBECOMING 
A FULL- 
GROWN 
MALE... 


YOU SPEAK 
OF SUCH 
WEAKNESS, 
AND YET... 


+. YOUR 
FACE SAYS 
YOU COULD 


WOULD YOU NOT? 


ABS 


y, ZG Z 
Uz owe / 
Bx 
"4 
Y) 
KY) AS 
= 
Y, ~ 
fy \ 
Ya \ 
| \ 
OF IT. OY 2 = 
| IN) Sz 
Val 
d 
: y, y 
y / , 
y mw 
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N \ 
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Ef 


) VARS 
AND FOR Alyl|| 
LONG AGES, a y 
‘ ye ke 
T COULDN'T Ay My pig 
LOOK BACK. A WY TA Ie 


EVEN WHEN 
CONFESSING 
HER WEAKNESS, 
THE WISEWOLF 


| LMA cowaRD, 
“)\ “vowt you? | fe 


I'M 
CONSTANTLY 
LOOKING 
OVER MY 
SHOULDER, 
TERRIFIED. 


We I | 


rr 


AT 
SOME POINT, 
I SEEM TO 
HAVE BECOME 
THE ONE WHO 
COMFORTS 


PARTICULAR | 
PRIVILEGE, 
THAT Ig 


col DESPITE 
HATE THAT YOUR 


~ THINGS ARE OFFERING 
Y CHANGED LEFT ‘TOME... 
| AND RIGHT 
WITHOUT MY 
THOUGHTS 
BEING 
SOLICITED. 


I SHOULD 
THINK ONE IS. 
NECESSARY [ 
FOR PRAYER. 6 


THAT IT 
WILL BE A 
BIT LONGER 
BEFORE THE 
BOY COL 
RETURNS 


FROM 
SHOPPING. 


Be 
) 
—_ = 4 
~~ i ce EY aa 
ae Pe ¥ 
% SS ae _———_—— 


FROM 
WHAT EVE SAID 
YESTERDAY, 
IT SEEMS 
REYNOLDS HAS 
INDEED NOT 
GIVEN UP THE 
SEARCH FOR \ (\\ 


BEING SQUEEZED \ 
BY THE SOUTHERN = 
LANDOWNERS, SO 
THEY'RE KEEN 
TO FIND SOME 
WAY TO BRING IN 
A HUGE LUMP 
OF MONEY TO 
ESCAPE. 


SO DOES 
SHE WANT 
TO USE YOU 
TO GET THE 
BEST OF MR. 
REYNOLDS, 


. 

)\y WHAT YOU 
Q y SAID BACK 
2 THERE MAY 
=| ACTUALLY 

N BE BETTER 


EX 
ZA TA 


I2))), 


BECAUSE 
NO ONE IN 
) THAT VIXEN’S 
| EMPLOY WOULD 
JUST COME 
OUT AND SAY 
SOMETHING 
SO NAIVE. 


GIVING ME 
A LETTER 
TO SHOW TO 
THE JEAN 
COMPANY WAS 
PROBABLY 
PART OF HER 


SURELY WHAT 
REYNOLDS 


THERE'S NO 
QUESTION THAT 
REYNOLDS 
THOUGHT WE 
WERE LITTLE 


LOST LAMBS 
BEING USED 
BY EVE. 


LIKEWISE, 
HE'S THINKING 
TO USE US 
TO GET THE 


A GRIP, 


THOUGH. rr 
AN\ 


IF WE CAN, 
WE'LL GET 


OUT | 
to. \ PERHAPS WE'LL / 
LEAVE IT WITH 
MISS ELSA. 


\Yinaa 


== 
“| Sy 


pe: j I 
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COL WOULD POSE 
AS A TRAVELING 
BEGGAR AND 


HOLO WOULD 
MAKE FOR THE 
SOUTH-SIDE 
CHURCH. 


rsp) 


'| NOT TO MENTION 


sn SHE WOULD 
DETERMINE 
THE cHuRcH's PRETENDING 
INFLUENCE AND 
MOVEMENTS NUN ON A 
IN THE UPPER PILGRIMAGE 
REGIONS OF — NORTH... 
THE ROEF AND 
OAM RIVERS, 


THE FOREST OF 
| YOITSU WHILE 
| SHE WAS AT/T. 


AND I'D HEAD 
70 THE ROWEN 
TRADE GUILD 


JEAN COMPANY'S 
BUSINESS AND 
THE BOOK WERE 
CONNECTED. 


A i Bw 


I WAS JUST 
WORRIED ABOUT 
WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN 
IF THE CHURCH 
WERE TO SOMEHOW 
DISCOVER YOUR 


50 'TIS WELL 
AND GOOD FOR 
THE BOY COL TO 
GO OFF ON HIS 
OWN, BUT YOU 

HAVEN'T THE 
CONVICTION TO 
LET ME ALONE? 


20 YOu 
THINK I'LL GO 
ON A DRUNKEN 
RAMPAGE 
THROUGH THE 
SANCTUARY? 


I HAVEN'T THE 
FAINTEST NOTION 
WHY IT'S ME YOU 

WON'T LET GO 

ALONE IN THIS: 


SITUATION, 


ss SOMETHING 


COULD JUST 
AS EASILY 
GO AWRY 


ee 


y 
WMT 


THE HARDER 
USE YOU PUT 
US 70, THE 
EASIER OUR 
REINS WILL 
BE T0 HOLD! 


YOU'RE 
THE GENERAL 
AWAITING OUR 
REPORTS, ARE 
YOU NOT? 


ACTUALLY 
LIKE IT WHEN 
I COMPLIMENT 


YOU WISH TO 
HAVE A SHOP 
OF YOUR OWN 
ONE DAY, 00 
YOU NOT? 


IF $0, 
YOU'VE MUCH 
TO LEARN 
ABOUT USING 


—Guess 
I BETTER 
JUST DO 
MY BEST. 


KERUBE HAD 
CHURCHES 
ONLY ON 
THE DELTA 
AND THE 
SOUTH SIDE. 


SOUTH AND 
THUS BOUGHT 


N 
NI 


4 eur now ir 
IKI) || WAS THE DELTA 
y YN al 


aa 


= AY AND GOINGS OF 
MERCHANTS, 


WAS PAYING 


THERE... | 
- ATTENTION VG (i 
q ; J 


li Gl 


San 


SHOW, INDEED, 
¢ MR. LAWRENCE— 
») a oueneveniiewe MOST IMPRESSIVE. 
is \g : THOUGH A RATHER 
sone S WHERE THE STING IMPENETRABLE 
aden MAY BE LAlD, EVEN 
; IN A SEEMINGLY 
TRANSPARENT 
CONVERSATION. 


TRUE...IF OUR 
OPPONENTS 
WERE ONLY 
THE LAND- 

OWNERS. 


MISUNDER- 
STANDING. 


THI 
HEAD OF 
THE BOLAN 
HOUSE... 

Is 6 
NOBILITY? 


WITH A CERTAIN 
WOMAN HEAD 
OF THE BOLAN 


HE 


AT TI 

SAME INN 

AS MISS 
EVE. 


I MERELY 
HAPPEN TO 
BE STAYING 


IAMA 
TRAVELING 
MERCHANT, 


60 I 
OBVIOUSLY 
NOT HER 


DANCE 
PARTNER. 


Po) EVEN BANCE IN 
Siee\ HERE IN LENOS... 
\ KERUBE. 


HE F : 
AUCTION AFTER ¥ 
THE CHAOS, 
THE ONLY ONE 
TO OFFER ANY 
FUR FOR SALE 
N 


THOSE WERE 
HELMED BY 
INEXPERIENCED 
SAILORS 
ASSEMBLED 

IN A HURRY. 


TRAFFIC 
ON THE RIVER 
ROUTE WAS 
DELAYED 
SEVERAL 


WITH LARGE 
BOATS HEADED 
DOWNRIVER. 


NORMALLY, 
THE RIVER IS 
THE FASTEST 
WAY TO GET 
FURS FROM 

LENOS TO 
THE DELTA... 


THE RIVER 
WAS PACKED 


BUT THAT 
VIXEN TOOK 
AN OVERLAND 


GUESS WAS 
I'M SURE _ CORRECT. 
YOU'RE AWARE 
OF THIS 
MUCH, MR. 
LAWRENCE. 


EVE WAS THE 


I SEE... 
SO YOU REALLY 
DON'T KNOW, 
YOU? 


EXTREMELY sul 
IMPORTANT THAT, HERE, 
IN THIS 


THE 
MOMENT, AND TOWN... 
"RE INA 


USING HER 
10 STATUS AS 


ee FORMER 
SECRETLY NOBILITY... 
COOPERATE 


YOU HERE, MR. 


iS 


\ LAWRENCE... 
( 


SHE'S 
“4 _ PROBABLY 
Ny, THE ONLY ONE 
WHO HAS A 
COMPLETE 


+ OF 
ALL THE 
INTERESTED 
PARTIES. 


NO ONE 
KNOWS WHAT 
THE IMPACT 
OF MAKING A 
SINGLE MISTAKE 
IN THEIR 
DEALINGS 


- es y 
A RHP AY WITH HER 
aN tA MIGHT BE. 


oe THAT WELL, MR. 

YOU'RE NOT LAWRENCE, 
INVOLVED I'VE 
WITH HER CONFIRMED 
IN DOING a 
BUSINESS 


GUILD, WE ARE 

5 AS CAREFUL IN 

IT'S A BIT =—— DEALING WITH 
DISAPPOINTING, ay HER AS WE ARE 
BUT AT THE IN DEALING WITH 

SAME TIME, \ THE NORTH 
I'M RELIEVED. y ] AND SOUTH OF 

LL Za \ THIS TOWN. 


I SUPPOSE 
YOU'RE HOPING 
TO USE MISS 
} EVE'S CONTACTS 
i TO DISCOVER 
BUSINESS ; PROFITABLI 
WITH HER. { Aion 


y HERE IN THIS TOWN, 
1) THERE ARE MANY 
Vhewtudi| © WHO WISH TO DEAL 
\ WITH EVE BOLAN, 
BUT SHE'S LITTERLY 


UNAPPROACHABLE. 


I'M SURE 
ANYONE WHO 

CAN GETA 
FAVORABLE 
RESPONSE 


I DID NOTHING. 
SHE APPROACHED 
ME. 


THE HEADMEN, [= 


V4 USED TH 
PROFITE! 
IT WAS 
NONE OTHER Y : 
THAN Eve WHO \ I EN, 

was cLasHING \V 
WITH THE j 
SOUTH SIDE'S ] 


EM, 
D... —AND ONLY 
NOW AM I 
STARTING TO 
UNDERSTAND 
WHY. 
COIN PURSE 
MERCENARIES 0 eee 
“SPRING OF 
GOLD," 


RIGHT? 


DWN 
A\\, 
\ 


COME TO 
THINK OF IT 
NOW, I'M NOT 
CERTAIN WHAT 


A TRAVELING 
MERCHANT, 
FIRST AND 


GIVING ME 
A BIT OF 
INFORMATION. 


© 


b 


NS 


PACTS 


BUT THE ! 

MAIN REASON 

+elS TO COLLECT I'VE COME TO 
INFORMATION ON KERUBE... ! 


THE “FOREST 
OF YOITSU” 
UP NORTH. 


YOU'RE SUCH 
A BUSY MAN, 


BOTHER YOU 
WITH THIS 


‘ 
WUT 


ASA 
MERCHANT, 
I PROMISED 
TO SEE MY 
COMPANION, 
WHO HAS 
FORGOTTEN 
BACK — THE WAY... 
TO HER 
HOME IN THE 
FOREST OF 
YOITSU, 


VERY 
SERIOUSLY. 


I DOUBT 
THERE'S 
ANYONE WHO 
KNOWS MORE 
ABOUT THE 

ROAM RIVER 
REGION THAN 
EVE BOLAN. 


INCIDENTALLY, Fe 
MR. LAWRENCE— THE RIGHT 
PERSON 
TO ASK. 


IN THAT CASE, 

I'M EXPECTING 

YOU TO BEHAVE 
BUSINESS THEY ARE IN A MANNER 
REQUIRES CAPITAL. BEFITTING A 
LARGE MEMBER OF 
CAPITAL. THIS GUILD. 


EVE WAS 
ONLY JUST 
IN A DIFFICULT 
PLACE WITHOUT 
ANYWHERE 
TO TURN, 
YOU SEE. 


MISIUDGED 
EVE'S 


| /MPORTANCE 
| ASWELL. 


+eAND 


THEY MAY 
NOT HAVE 
LIVED FOR 
CENTURIES... 


| ox 
FELT THE 
TRUTH OF 


vow. Wolk 


SURELY 


EVERY BIT A 


HOLO'S 


I UNDERSTAND 
(OU WERE AT 
THE SPRING 

OF GOLD 


x 
YESTERDAY? ATH \ 


“| Natewwe [pl 
ITELY WE fi) 
| Must ask ff] 
| EVERYONE 
TO LEAVE! 
WE'RE 
TERRIBLY 
SORRY! 


THE 
SANCTUARY F 
HAS BEEN 
RESERVED 


WHAT IS 
HAPPENING 
eee, 


2 ] 
‘| INDEED. 
mile 


im Tr 


My (OST 
parniptteat 


betig! (lilt outs ay” 
ie 


A \ 
Lj ZF a 
Yttte| WHAT ) \ 
@¢a wapPeneo? |/ AV 


SUDDENLY 
IN SUCH AN 
UPROAR, 
CAN HARDLY 
LEAVE YOU ON 
YOUR OWN. 


ANYWAY, 
WE'RE 
HEADING 


BACK TO 
THE INN. 


ACCORDING 
TO TALK IN THE 

BUTI TRADE HOUSE, A ae 
ASSUMED SHIP FROM THE NOW EL TRE? 

IT WAS NORTH SIDE WAS THE PEOPLE MAKE THE 

just BEING TOWED egies 

Jr on j CHURCH SEND 

TAL OF BUT TO NO PEOPLE AWAY 
INTERNAL A COMPANY ON Pore oe 
Pouitics. . THE ? 


I THOUGHT 
‘TWOULD BE 
BETTER TO 


WHEN 
THE FISH 

HEAD NORTH, 
THEY FISH IN 
THE NORTH, 


GIVEN THE SN 
CONFLICT IN 
THIS TOWN, I 7S 
THOUGHT IT 

WAS ANOTHER 
DISPUTE OVER 
TERRITORY. 


BUT FOR 

THEM TO TOW 
WI Gey?) j\/ INA NORTH- 
OC ) } SIDE SHIP AND 
We 7 ) BRING ASHORE 
ia SOMETHING 


Vs 


i 


= Si 


THEY'RE 
A KIND OF 
LEGENDARY 
CREATURE. 


DRAW LINES 
IN THE SEA, 
AFTER ALL. 


YOU CAN'T 


I WONDER IF 
THEY REALLY 
DID CATCH A 
MERMAID OR 
SOMETHING. 


: “ Se 
AROUND ITS U 


NORTHERN 
MOUTH ISA & 
REEF WHERE 
THERE WERE 

CONSTANT 
SHIPWRECKS. / 


THE SEA _\ 
IMMEDIATELY 
NEXT TO US 
IS KNOWN AS 
THE WINFIEL 


UNEARTHLY 
BEAUTY SING 
ENCHANTED SONGS 


LU as Pie 
Vij 


AYE, WELL, 
WE ENJOY 
OUR WINE 
AS WELL. 


HAVE YOU 
SWORN TO 
THE GOD OF 
THE CHURCH 
NOT TO FALL 
INTO THAT 
TRAP... 


ISN'T IT 
BETTER TO 


STAY CAREFREE, 


RATHER THAN 
CONSTANTLY 
BEING ON 
GUARD FOR 
DECEPTIONS? 


<< 


ce —_t_}_ 
INAZWVIVVINY 
| a el 


= i 


i a 


I'M ASKING 
IF YOU HAVE 
ANYTHING 
TO HIDE. 


Ww 


Y 
) IF IT WAS 
SUCH AN 
UNREASON- 


\\, YOU SIMPLY 
|) REFUSE? 


COMPARED 
WITH A 
MERCHANTS’ 
TRADE GUILD, 
I'M NOTHING. 


Tey WANE 
Met 
porn FAVOR THEY 
(ou IT 
TOUGHT MIGHT ASK 


THEY'RE 
POWERFUL 
ALLIES AND 
FEARSOME 
ENEMIES, 
iG) KNIGHTS 

suppose 'tis Vy WHO WIELD 

TRUE THATA THE PEN AND 

YOUNGSTER THE COIN. 


CAN HARDLY 
DISOBEY A 
VETERAN... 


3] 
‘i 


AUTUMN, 
HE SAID HE ay —<€ 
COULDN'T EVEN - EMS THESE DAYS, 
AFFORD TO sp : , NOT THAT HE 
EAT WELL AND [yoy % Vee WAS EVER 
HAD FALLEN [4% f q ) MUCH FOR 
TO SAVING «FA LO GW. GENEROSITY. 
His TABLE ANY , Y 


THE CAN- 
CELLATION 
OF THE 
NORTHERN 
CAMPAIGNS 


Y, 
Wi 

] / 
LE 


oS 
KSA 
CP Wh 
y 


——EE 
'\'W 


Za A 
(QA IT WAS HARD 
Ze FINDING THE A 
_—S 
\ 


THAT FEAST | N 
WAS MEANT iy » } I SEE... 
TO COURT / 4) y SO THE JEAN 
; : COMPANY |S AS 
WE THOUGHT 
THEY WERE. 


YI «REYNOLDS 
MAY WELL 
BE PRETTY 
CLOSE TO 


wT YOU'RE 
LOOKING FOR 
THAT VIXEN, 
SHE HASN'T 
RETURNED 
SINCE 
YESTERDAY. A 


Wx 
\ PN 
IT SEEMS As Uy 
EVE ONLY Yp 
SECRETLY 
NEGOTIATES 
WITH THOSE 
WHO CAN MAKE 
THE GREATEST 
PROFIT IN THAT 
PARTICULAR 
MOMENT. 


THAT HE 
WANTS TO 
USE EVE AS 
A MIDDLEMAN... 
MAKES PERFECT 
SENSE. 


HAVE TO 
DO IS GET 
ON BOARD 
WITH THAT 
COMPANY. 


SO... 
REYNOLDS 
KNOWS WHERE 
THE BOOK IS BUT 
HAS NO WAY TO 
NEGOTIATE 
WITH ITS 
KEEPER. 


ANN: 
SHE'S A N 
DANGEROUS 
PERSON TO 
CONTACT... 
WITH THE CLAIM 
THAT YOU'LL DO 
ANYTHING AS 
LONG AS IT 
EXPANDS YOUR 
BUSINESS. 4 


A CLEAR 
GOAL IN 
WANTING TO 
APPROACH 
EVE. 


QUESTION 
BECOMES STILL, NOW 
“WHAT CAN THAT WE'VE 


WE DO ABOUT RECOGNIZED |} 
IT, AND THE THE SITUA- 


ANSWER MAY TION... 
WELL BE 
“NOT VERY 
MUCH.” 


IF 
POSSIBLE, 


AND IT'S 
| FOR MONEY 
THAT YOUR 


IF THAT 
JEAN COMPANY 
OR WHATEVER 

'TIS CALLED 

IS SEEKING 

THE AID OF 
THAT VIXEN... 


7 
~ 


Vey 


+ THEN WE 
HAVE TWO 
CHOICES. 


AYE. 
ONE IS THE 


“FROM “MYSTERY 
LETTER OF THE 
TAER COPPER COIN 


FOUND, CRATES... A NY 


7 \ ) 


Ke SHOWING A 
gay DIFFERENCE OF \. 
pile THAVOLVED Z| “two crates 
MYSTERY WE CAN IS DOING < ’ BETWEEN 
K THREATEN SOMETHING COINS 


DISHONEST, IMPORTED 
he Ne? : AND COINS 
“+ f EXPORTED. 


/ Get THe 
| vocation oF 
THE BOOK 


ONCE HE'S 


\ ASKED HER | 


TO HELP 
HIM. 


REYNOLDS 


+ MAKE 
/ NO MISTAKE ee ieee: 
THAT SHE'LL THE BOOK 
INSTANTLY BE ig, 
ON GUARD 


AGAINST 


SFX: BIKU CIOLTI 


COL, MY 
LAD. CLOSE 
YOUR EYES 


l\ AND cover 
YOUR EARS. 


SERIOUSLY 

TELLING ME 

TO SEDUCE 
Zz 


ZI COULDN'T 


POSSIBLY! 


SSS 
aS SOS 


SS 


THE DIFFERENCE |\\\ 
BETWIXT 


COURAGE 
AND FOOL- 


ya : 
y m2 ) 


WY LOOK 
HERE, 
THIS ISA fh 
MISUNDER- 

“Jf. STANDING. 


YOU, ‘TIS 
IMPOSSIBLE 


TO HIDE 
ANYTHING 
FROM ME. 


CAN PACK 
MORE COINS 


INTO IT, 


IF THEY WERE 
TOLD TO PACK 
THE CRATES 
TIGHTLY, NO ONE 
WOULD THINK TO 
CHECK EXACTLY 
HOW THEY WERE 
PACKED DURING 
EXPORT. 


TAXATION 
GOES BY 
THE NUMBER 
OF CRATES, 


AS DO 
TRANSPORT 


THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 
SIXTY CRATES 
AND FIFTY- 
EIGHT. 


NOBODY'S 

CHECKING 

HOW MANY 
ARE PACKED 
PER BOX... 


IF YOU 
MEASURE THE 
| DIFFERENCE 
IN THE AREA 
BETWEEN 


J NINE COINS 
& ARRANGED 
) TOFITINA 
S SMALLER 


AREA THE GAP IS 
SMALLER, 


THE 
ONLY THING 
CHECKED 
DURING 
TRANSIT IS 
4 WHETHER ANY 


SPX: NYU CPINCHD 


AGREE THAT 
COL ISA 
BRIGHT Lap, 
BUT THERE ARE 
MANY BRIGHT 
PEOPLE IN 
THE WORLD. 


FOR YEARS, 
SURELY YOU'D 
EVENTUALLY 
MEET SOMEONE 
ELSE WHO 
KNOWS THE 
TRICK? 


NO, 
/ THERE'S 
U/ SOMETHING 
; VERY 
4 PARTICULAR 
i Vz (\ NECESSARY 
DL ZR 4 ) "TO NOTICE 
a \ 
= ZAM} 


YES. ONLY 
AFTER WE 
KNOW THE 


\) DETAILS OF 
THE EXPORT 

| AND IMPORT 
Yi CAN We BEGIN 


TO SUSPECT 
FOUL PLAY. 

TR 

\ 


; 8 J / SOMEONE 


WHO LIVES 
CAUTIOUSLY 


IT'S TRUE 
THAT IF THIS 
COMES TO 


LIGHT, THE 
JEAN COMPANY 
WILL EITHER 
HAVE TO PAY 
PENALTIES 
OR LOSE 
CREDIBILITY. 


IT MIGHT'VE 
BEEN JUST 
THE RIGHT 
WEAPON TO 
USE IF THEY 
WERE ONLY 
CHASING 


THE BOOK / 


FOR FUN. 


i 
IN 
VY 


7] THE NUMBER OF 

y Eg Vf BOXES SHIPPED 
<) (eC) BY TWO AND 
) a PROFITING VIA 


Wf 


THE REDUCED 
TAXES AND 
TRANSPORT 


BUT THE 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THAT 
PENALTY AND 
THE PROFIT 


AYE, WELL, 
THAT JUST 
MEANS THE 


IRGE ONE. 


“al MHA i said 
AMS 


\/) \\|) toyil),|||| ed BESIDES, 
Ai |||l 7 <a \ ‘TIS BETTER 

C\ \a THIS THAN 

SOMETHING 
SOLVED WITH 
THE TRADE 


OF A SINGLE 


QUITE RIGHT. 
IF ONE METHOD 
WON'T WORK, 


goes 
zur 
Guu 

axl 
oFae 


Y// MAKING 
THE FIRST 
MOVE, 
1S SHE? 
QUITE THE 


iol 
9 aOR NY 
pn 


EO 
noe 


gs 
aS 
ae 
bw J 


SORRY TO 
CALL YOu 


OUT SO 
SUDDENLY. 


NOT 

AT ALL. I'M 
HONORED TO 
BE SUMMONED 
FOR A SECRET 
RENDEZVOUS 

WITH A 
BEAUTIFUL 


CHILLY TO BEA 
COMFORTABLE, 


STILL 


I IMAGINE 
IT'S NICE AND 
COOL IN THE 
SUMMERTIME. — /; 


you 
WOULD 
HIDE YOUR 


CERTAINLY, 
THE REASON 
I'M LOCKED 
UP HERE... 


sel SN'T 
BECAUSE I 
GOT MIXED 
uP IN THIS. 
CONTRACT. 


seek 
SUPPOSE 
I WOULD. 


| ee 
Se MERCHANTS: 


A550! 


IF THINGS 
Y, 


€ 

SOMETHING 

ABOUT THE 

FISHERMAN'S 

\ 2 | BOATS FROM 

INDEED. : th, jZ\ THis sive oF 
IT'S AS ‘ Ni 4 YE TOWN DOCKING 
THOUGH GOD a AYA IN THE SOUTH, 
HIMSELF { IN : E was IT? / 

TIMED IT. 


HAPPENED 
NORMALLY, 
To RETURN NORMALL 


Wien He THE DELTA. 
NEWS 


I'D BE 
RECOGNIZED, 
YOU SEE, 
SO ONCE 
THE RIOTING 
STARTED, WE 
COULDN'T 
CROSS. 


A (Ye4 


I RECKON YOU 
WERE AT THAT 
DELTA GUILD 
HOUSE RIGHT 
uP UNTIL THE 
LAST MOMENT. 


WHENEVER 
THERE'S A 
DISTURBANCE 
IN THIS TOWN, 
FERRY TRAFFIC IS 
STOPPED TO AVOID 
THE PROBLEM 
SPREADING. 


EVEN 
THOUGH OUR 
SPIES MADE IT 


TO THE SOUTH 
SIDE, THERE 
WASN'T TIME 
FOR THEM TO 


SURE YOU'VE 
GUESSED, 
THERE'S 
INFORMATION 


a 
= 


ss 


I GUESS IT'S 
POINTLESS 


a 


ame 


I ZZ. W SOUTHSIDE 
KNOW THE CARGO... Z ' 
BUT IT WAS WORTH i g VESSEL. 


PROTECTING WITH 
ARMED GUARDS, 
AND IT WAS 
WORTH BRINGING 
DIRECTLY TO THE i 
CHURCH. { 


COMPANION 
GOT QUITE 


I'M 
GLAD YOU'RE 
NOT SOME 
STINGY-TALKING 
SMALL FRY. “ 


i BE 


TOO NARROW |‘ 


FOR YOU TO 
PA 


TELLING ME 


PASSAGE? 


«BUT YOU'RE 


ABLE TO HAVE 
A PLEASANT 
CONVERSATION 
WITH SOMEONE 
THAT MANY IN 
THIS TOWN ARE 
VERY EAGER 
TO CONNECT 


you 
DON'T HAVE 
ANY PROPER 
CONNECTIONS 
HERE... 


YOU'RE 
IN A UNIQUE 
POSITION IN 
THIS TOWN. 


CONNECTIONS 
AND INFLUENCE. 
IT'LL BE A GOOD 

FOOTING FOR 

BUSINESS. 


——> 


"ATOOLUSED aw OR OXEN ITA 
A i < 
Tt | 


| 
{ 


GOT THIS 
WOUND? 


= YU | 
iZar 


THEM TO FIT HERE... 
THROUGH 
ITS PATHS. 


TS THEIR MOVEMENT. 


IT'S NOT 
! } THAT I'M 
PLACED To ASKING YOU 
cross THAT Ss yl ONLY BECAUSE 
DANGEROUS R f YOU'RE IN 


BRIDGE. : Sea eh THE BEST 
Z f POSITION. 


IT'S MORE 
ADVANTAGEOUS 

‘| TO EXPLOIT 

| THIS WEAKNESS 

\ THAN IT Is To 


WITH MY 
COMPANION 
CUT ME TO 
THE BONE. 


DON'T WORRY. 
HE'S NOT SUCH 
CHEAP HELP 


THAT HE'D 
EAVESDROP 
ON ME, 


A 
NARWHAL? 
AS IN THE 
IMMORTAL 
SORT? 


HORNED SEA 
MONSTER, 


I'D HEARD 
THAT WITHOUT 
FREEZING WATER 
THEY DIE, SO 
HOW WOULD ONE 
MAKE IT THIS 
FAR SOUTH? 


THOUGH 
THIS IS 
THE FIRST 
TIME I'VE 
HEARD OF IT 
HAPPENING 


THE 
PEOPLE 
WHO 
LOCKED 
ME UP 
HERE ARE 
TERRIFIED 
I'LL GET 
ANGRY... 


EATING ITS 
FLESH BRINGS 
LONGEVITY, AND 
ITS POWDERED 

HORN CURES 
ALL DISEASES. 


ACCORDING 
TO THE SAILORS, 
DEPENDING ON 
THE SEVERITY OF 
THE WEATHER, 
FISH AND OTHER 
CREATURES 
CAN BE DRIVEN 


AND 
/F IT GOES 
BADLY, THERE 


MAINTAIN THEIR 
CONTROL, SO 
THEY'LL DO 
ANYTHING TO 
STAY ON EQUAL 


WITH ONE 
STONE. 


THE NOR’ 
SIDE BELIEVES HAVE MONEY 
THEY CAN TURN TO PAY THEIR 

EVERYTHING DEBTS AND 
IND. MORE, { 


SOUTH CAN'T 


Dy Let THEM 

ay HAVE IT, 
NO MATTER 
y THE COST. 


=, 


CAN SLIP 
YOU THINK THROUGH 
SOMETHING H 
INCREDIBLE PASSAGE... 
AWAITS 


YOU ON 
THE OTHER 
SIDE? 


CONVINCE 
YOU TO 
DO IT? 


—CAN 
I GIVE You 
MY ANSWER 
TOMORROW? 


+150 I'M 
SURE YOU you've 
NOTICED THAT 


AND THAT 
HE WANTS 
\Y 


MY HELP. 1 


AND YET I 
HEAR THERE'S 
MORE CHARITY 
ON THIS SIDE. 


IT's 
QUITE AN 
OPPORTUNITY, 
I FEEL. 


SO WHY DO 
YOU MENTION ||) 
MR. KIEMAN? | 


PIT SNS) 
RAL = 
K 

\ 


f o> 
ss )\=N 


CAN'T BLAME 
ME FOR FEELING 
THREATENED, 
EH? 


ANYWAY, HE'S 
FORMIDABLE, 
NO QUESTION. KX\\l' , 


COMES DOWN ‘\ 
TO THAT, 
WHAT WOULD 
YOU SAY TO 
DROPPING 
THE GUILD? 


LANDOWNERS 
WHO ORIGINALLY 
SIGNED THE DELTA 
MARKETPLACE 
CONTRACTS. 


I'M LOCKED 
UP IN HERE ON 
THE ORDERS 
OF THE MAN 
WHO GAVE ME 
THIS WOUND. 


ARE ABOUT 
THE SAME 
AS MINE. 


HE DREAMS 
OF GETTING 


GREAT TRADING 
COMPANY. 4 


“WITH YOU, 
I COULD 
OUTWIT THE 
OLD MEN!” 
HE YELLED, 


THEN HIT ME 
AND GRABBED 
MY SHOULDER. 


So \ . 
\X 


I turn around, avd Suddenly we’re at Volume 9! 
Koume-Can's Eve i$ So clever and Surprisingly 
adorable that She makes my heart beat faster! 1 
can’t take my eyes off the Story. Hang in there! 


Reh EY 


\SUNA RASEKURA 


Congratulations on Volume 
9 Soing on Cale! Now that 
Eve's finally Shown up, 
I’m more Sucked into the 
(tory thaw ever before. 
I can’t wajt to fee how 
the manga version of 
the Story takes Shape. 
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